
dith Lettner was born in Linz, Austria, in 
1964. In 1983 she made Vienna the centre 
of her work as a freelance musician and 

painter. She showed her work in numerous ex-
hibitions at home and abroad and staged paint-
ing performances together with jazz musicians. 
As a saxophonist, she studied with Leo Wright, 
Manfred Balasch, Herwig Gradischnig and Oscar 
Noriega in New York. She took classes in jazz the-
ory with Uli Scherer.

Edith Lettner’s interests lie primarily in jazz, free 
improvisation, African music and music from di-
verse regions in the Middle East. She also plays 

the Duduk, an Armenian woodwind instrument. 
She very intuitively brings her unique and dis-
tinctive style to the cooperation with numerous 
bands, both during live performances and CD re-
cordings. In 2005 she founded her own ensemble 
freemotion (jazz & more) and in 2010 the African 
Jazz Spirit project in Senegal. To both projects 
she can contribute her own compositions in very 
special ways. Edith Lettner has also composed 
theatre and film music. 

Her frequent cooperation with musicians from 
other cultures and artists from other art genres 
has made her an incredibly versatile artistic per-
sonality with a penchant for activism. Her nu-
merous stays abroad (Senegal, New York, Arme-
nia….) are absolutely essential to Edith Lettner. 
Her works in music and painting cross-fertilise 
each other.
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„In music, painting and in my daily 
life improvisation and spontaneity 
are very important to me. I have got 
to be on the move, constantly. Over 
the last years I have reached what I 
consider to be perfection: I no longer 
reside, I commute with my travel bag 
and my instruments….between my 
studio in the country, Vienna, New 
York, Africa ...“

CONTACT:
edith.lettner@gmail.com 
www.edith-lettner.net
Tel: +43 (0) 699 123 60 207

(musician, composer, painter)


